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Well I can hardly believe it but, as of 6" March, STAR is now One Year Old!!

It has been quite a year. Although we had been fostering
animals for 3 years before we set STAR up the extra
pressure and responsibility of running our own rescue
has been a lot to take at times. But then I look back at
what we’ve achieved, the new friends we’'ve made (furry
and er..not so furry) and it feels great. We've taken
in 238 animals and 125 of them are already happily in
new homes. These last few months have been especially
challenging with the arrival of more than 100 mice rescued from neglect in Wales.

Thank you

We want to thank everyone who has helped us this year.
STAR is not a two-person operation. The animals we have
helped owe their thanks to a small but devoted team of
foster carers, the extremely kind souls who helped to
transport animals to their new homes, to the wonderful
people who have made donations of money, food and
equipment and to all the fabulous people who gave new
homes to STAR animals, giving them a better life and
allowing us to help more like them.

Highs and Lows

Inevitably sharing our lives with so many animals is a
real roller coaster and our first year has seen great
sadness and enormous joy. I can't list everyone here but
our biggest heart breaker was undoubtedly Timmy. He
came to us to start his new life and suffered
complications when he was neutered. He was a fabulous
boy and we were gutted to lose him.

But I've also been moved to tears of joy on more than one occasion when I hear
about the wonderful new lives some of our friends are living. The best story of the
year for me so far is a recent one, Fred. Another rat who
hadn't had the best start in life, he was lucky enough to
be rescued by STAR adopter Phillip but far from being
grateful he became quite aggressive towards Phillip and
to the other male rats in the home. Phillip realised he
couldn't give Fred the life he needed so Fred was
neutered and came to us. He was soon snapped up by
Becky who had already proven her skills with grumpy
rats when she adopted Barney and converted him to a
gentle cuddle monster. Here is Fred enjoying life with one of his new harem ©

We've also finally found homes for some of our longest stay residents, the degus
and Harry and Munchkin the spiny mice.



Your Stories

STAR adopters Peet and Christine are very kindly
donating their web site building skills to make us a
prettier, slicker website which will do lots of fancy things
to save us some time in keeping it updated. It would be
great to have some stories of STAR animals in their new
homes to include on the new revamped website. If you
would like to show your new friend off to the world
please drop us an email with a few words about them
e and how they have settled in along with some pictures if
possible. On the Ieft is Scout, one of the welsh mice who is how enjoying a new
life with Peet and Christine ©

The Future

You might have read on the blog that we're adjusting the way we do things a
little in future. We've been full to the brim since we opened and this has meant it
has been hard to keep up with all the extra things. Taking care of so many
residents has meant it has been hard to find time to find them homes, keep the
website and homing adverts up to date and deal with all the other administrative
bits and pieces. My hope is that by keeping numbers a little lower, we can find
them homes quicker and still help the same number of animals just by doing
things more efficiently. But before we can make the change, we’ve got a lot of
animals here who we need to find homes for — mainly mice!

How you can help

You have played a vital role in what we have managed to do in the past year and
we hope you'll continue to support usin 2009. Perhaps you have room for
another friend or two? If so, please have a look at the rehoming pages on the
website and get in touch if you can help.

As I say, mice are our main resident at the
moment - we currently have more than 60 looking
for homes. Unfortunately because of the poor
breeding of the mice the males are rather
aggressive towards each other and most have had
to be separated. On the right is Simon displaying
his rear end, scarred from months of being
attacked by other males. Single male mice are very
hard to find homes for but, more importantly, we
don't feel that living alone is a good life for them.
So we are planning to have all of them neutered so that they can live with
females. We have had to spend a lot of money on extra caging for all the single
mice and having them all neutered is going to be very expensive. So today we
are launching a special appeal. Could you

Sponsor a Testicle?

The mice from this rescue have so far cost more than £600 in veterinary
treatment, neuterings, new cages, bedding, feed etc. We still have at least


http://sprogpages.blogspot.com/2009/01/plan-for-2009.html
http://www.starlighttrust.org.uk/adopting.html

another 13 mice needing to be neutered. So we are launching this appeal to ask if
any of you might be able to spare £15 to sponsor the removal of a testicle. I can't
offer to put a plaque on it for you (!) but you’d be making an enormous difference
to the life of a little mouse. Not convinced? Just watch this little montage of some
of the boys we have had neutered already meeting their new friends. All are now
either homed or reserved for a new home ©

Oliver & Trevor meet the qirls

If you can’t afford £15 (and we really, really appreciate how tough times are
these days) then absolutely anything you can afford is appreciated. We still need
to pay for food, bedding and medicines for them so every single penny counts.
Perhaps you could afford a smaller, regular payment? If you can help please
either send a cheque payable to The Village Animal Hospital to us at 63, Tharp
Road, Wallington, Surrey, SM6 8LG or you can donate via paypal (the email
address to send money to is donate@starlighttrust.org.uk).

If you are able or prefer to give a monthly amount the following links will assist
you to do so using paypal

£2 a month £5 a month £10 a month £15 a month £20 a month

And as much as we need help with their costs we, of course, desperately need
homes. Mice are delightful pets, much like miniature rats really. Although these
guys have had a tough start in life they are taming nicely. They’re also a
particularly attractive bunch! If you already have female mice perhaps there is
room in your cage for a neutered boy? If there are no mice in your life at the
moment please consider whether you might be able to offer a home to a small
group. We have plenty of mice here in Surrey and with our foster carers in
Hampshire and Leeds and should be able to arrange transport to get them to new
homes. Please spread the word amongst your animal loving friends as well and
send them our way if they might be able to offer a home.

Fraggle

We're celebrating a year of STAR today but we
also have to remember that there is a reason
why we chose this day last year to launch. On the
6" March 2007 we lost our beloved old lady
Fraggle. We only had 9 months with her before a
virus took her away and we still miss her
desperately. Everything we do is in honour of her
memory and that of our darling Meggie Moo.

Thank you again for your continuing support. Please keep in touch with your
stories of how your friends are getting on and don't forget to check the blog for
news and updates on how we’re getting on with finding homes for the mice and
other residents.

Much Love

Sarah & Dave
Starlight Trust Animal Rescue
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